JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

185 Lonely the Boat
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1 Lone - ly the boat, sail-ing at sea, tossed on a cold, storm-y night;
2 Strong winds a-rose in all their rage, toss-ing the ti-ny lone boat;
3 Trem-bling with fear, deep in de - spair, look-ing for help all a-round,
4 “Plead - ing for your mer-cy, O Lord, e-ven a sin-nerlike me;

5 “Storms in our lives, cru - el and cold, sure-ly will a-rise a - gain,
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cru - el the sea which seemed so wide, with  waves so high.
waves bil-lowing high, toss - ing the boat, lost and a - float.
the sail - or saw light from a - bove. “Help can be found;
com-mand, O Lord, calm to the sea, as in Gal - 1 - lee!
threat-en - ing lives, threat - en - ing us on life’s wild sea.
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This  sin-gle ship sailed the deep sea, straight in - to the gale;

The sail - or stood all a - lone, won-dering what to do;

my God is here in my small boat, stand -ing by my side;

Please save my life from all dan- ger, grant a peace-ful life;

Power-ful and great, God’s hand is there, firm - ly in con-trol.
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This Korean hymn effectively uses the story of Jesus’ calming of the storm (Matthew 8:23-27/Mark 4:35-41/
Luke 8:22-25) as a parallel for the strength and comfort available to individuals on “life’s wild sea.” The
universal immediacy of this image transcends cultural barriers.

TEXT: Helen Kim, 1921; English trans. Hae Jong Kim, 1980; vers. Hope C. Kawashima, 1987 BAI
MUSIC: Dong Hoon Lee, 1967 Irregular
English Trans. © 1980 The Hymnal Society of Korea

English Vers. and Music © 1967, 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)
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O Lord, great is the per - il; dan - gers do all as - sail.
O Lord, so help - less was he, won - der-ing what to do.
O I trust in the Sav-ior; now in my life a - bide.
O please be mer - ci - ful, Lord, in times of calm and strife.
O Lord, calm peace comes from you, peace comes to my lone soul.”
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