Break Thou the Bread of Life

THE WORD
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1 Break thou the bread of life, dear Lord, to me,
2 Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, now un - to me,
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as thou didst break the loaves be - side the sea.
as thou didst bless the bread by Gal - i - lee.
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Be - yond the sa - cred page I seek thee, Lord.
Then  shall all bond-age cease, all fet - ters  fall.
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My spir - it pants for thee, O liv - ing Word!
And I shall find my peace, my all in all.
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The phrase “bread of life” as a metaphor for scripture has misled many people into thinking of this hymn as
being connected with the Lord’s Supper, when its true subject is Bible study. Both the author and the

composer were active in the work of the Chautauqua Assembly.

TEXT: Mary Ann Lathbury, 1877, alt.
MUSIC: William Fisk Sherwin, 1877, alt.
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