LAMENT AND LONGING FOR HEALING

When We Are Tested
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,
3 When we are tempt - ed to bar - ter our souls,
4 When we have strug - gled and searched through the night,
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fam - ished for bread when the world of - fers stone,
plead - ing for paths marked by cer - tain be - lief,
trad - ing the truth for  the power to con - trol,
sort - ing and  sift - ing the wrong from the right,
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nour - ish us, God, by your word and your way,
lift us to love you  be - yond sign and @ test,
teach us to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
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food that sus - tains us by night and by day.
trust - ing your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and of prayer.

Although the Temptation of Christ is mentioned in all three synoptic gospels (Matthew 4:1-11/Mark 1:12-13/
Luke 4:1-13), this hymn is based on the Lukan version. It is notable that each stanza begins “when,” not “if”;
temptation is not an optional feature of the spiritual life.
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