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O Save Me, God, and Hear My Cry
LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

812

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Michael Morgan, 1995
MUSIC: Supplement to Kentucky Harmony, 1820; harm. Margaret W. Mealy, 1985
Text © 2010 Michael Morgan (admin. Congregational Ministries Publishing, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.))
Music Harm. © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.
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The three stanzas of this paraphrase nicely condense all seven verses of Psalm 54 and trace its movement
from an appeal for help, through a statement of hope amid adversity, to a vow of thanksgiving. The words
are set to an early American shape note tune that gives them urgency.

The delicacy of the Japanese melody adds to the sense of isolation and vulnerability in this 21st-century
paraphrase of Psalm 71. Yet the prayerful tone shows that a lifetime of trust has taught the psalmist to be
confident of God’s steadfast care, a theme worth singing about.
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TEXT: Ruth Duck, 2011
MUSIC: Isao Koizumi, 1958
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music © 1958 Isao Koizumi
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813 God, My Help and Hiding Place
(Psalm 71)

(Psalm 54)
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