JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

163 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice
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1 Wild and lone the proph-et's voice ech-oes through the des - ert still,
2 “Bear the fruit re - pen-tance sows: lives of jus - tice, truth, and love.
3 With such preach-ing, stark and bold, John pro-claimed sal-va - tion near,
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call -ing us to makea choice, bid - ding us to do God’s will:
Trust no oth - er claim than those; set your heart on things a - bove.
and his time-less warn-ings hold words of hope to all who hear.
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“Turn from sin and be bap-tized; cleanse your heart and mind and soul.
Soon the Lord will come in power, burn-ing clean the  thresh-ing floor:
So we dare to jour-ney on, led by faith through ways un - trod,
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Quit-ting all the sins you prized, yield your life to God’s con - trol.
then will flames the chaff de - vour; wheat a - lone shall fill God’s store.”
till we come at last like John to be - hold the Lamb of God.
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While all four gospels identify John the Baptist with the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3, this text (well set to a
vigorous Welsh tune) draws on the report of his preaching in Matthew 3:1-12. The final lines recall that he
was the first to name Jesus “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29, 36).
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