We are imperfect believers, passionate
about sharing the love of Christ:
by Connecting, , and Serving.
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A Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day
Second Sunday after Easter
April 12, 2026

Welcome! If you are visiting, please use the QR code on the visitor card found in the pew rack to share your
information online or fill out the back of the card and drop it in the offering plate. Prayer cards, with the same
options, are also available and we invite you to share your concerns and allow us to pray with you.

St. Andrews

Presbyterian Church




We Gather to Worship God

*Congregation stands as noted
Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Announcements
Introit

Call to Worship

Leader: Peace be with you.

People: As the Father has send Jesus, so Jesus has sent us.

Leader: He does not give the peace that the leaders of this world give.

People: We will not let our hearts be troubled and will not be afraid. Amen.

Invocation

*Opening Hymn #230 “Joyful Is the Dark”

We Acknowledge Our Brokenness and Seek Reconciliation with God

Preparing Our Hearts for Confession - “Confession” Words/Music by Kenneth Jones
(front cover of hymnal)
Lord, | come before you, asking your forgiveness. | am broken, | have faltered. | have turned from you.
Create in me a new heart. Fill me with your love. Grant that | receive your grace, | pray.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (Unison)

God of true peace, you send us into the world as bearers and makers of your peace. Yet we
lock ourselves away for fear of the authorities. We shut up our bodies and shut up our
mouths, fearing powers and principalities. We are too often blind when we are told not to
see, we are too often deaf when we are told not to hear, we proclaim loudly that the emperor
has beautiful clothes and all his mental faculties. Speak to us of your peace, the peace that
passes all understanding, the peace that shields the innocent rather than the powerful, the
peace that shows up where we least expect it. Help us to believe where we have not seen,
trusting that you give us life in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Time of Silent Reflection and Personal Prayer of Confession
Leader: And all the people of Christ say,
People: Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

Leader: Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained. Continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

People: Thanks be to God!



*Thanks for God’s Forgiveness (#647; no repeats)
Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; give thanks because we’re given
Jesus Christ, the Son. And now let the weak say, “We are strong”; let the poor say, “We are rich
because of what the Lord has done for us!” Give Thanks! Give Thanks!

¥Passing of the Peace

Leader: Grace to you, and peace from God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of Christ
be with you.

People: And also with you.

*Transition Hymn #240 (v.2) “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks”
We Respond to God’s Faithfulness in Our Life

Offering Our Lives to Jesus through Our Time, Gifts, and Resources
(see the ‘Giving’ card in the pew rack for information about options for digital giving)

*Doxology (#606)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God’s Word Is Read and Proclaimed

Time for Young Disciples
(Children are dismissed at this time for Children’s Church and Bible Builds)

Special Music Handbell Choir
“Redeemed, How | Love to Proclaim It”
Composer

Scripture Reading John 20:19-31
Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

Proclamation of God’s Word Rev. AJ Ochart
“So That You May Continue to Believe”

Responding to God’s Word

* Affirmation of Our Faith (Confession of 1967 - Unison)

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as [God’s] reconciling community.
This community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and
shares [God’s] labor of healing the enmities which separate [humanity] from God and one
another...

God'’s reconciliation in Jesus Christ is the ground of the peace, justice, and freedom among
nations which all powers of government are called to serve and defend. The church, in its own
life, is called to practice the forgiveness of enemies and to commend to the nations as practical



politics the search for cooperation and peace. This search requires that the nations pursue fresh
and responsible relations across every line of conflict, even at the risk of national security, to
reduce areas of strife and to broaden international understanding. Reconciliation among
nations becomes particularly urgent as countries develop nuclear, chemical, and biological
weapons, diverting their manpower and resources from constructive uses and risking
annihilation of [humanity]. Although nations may serve God’s purposes in history, the church
which identifies the sovereignty of any one nation or any one way of life with the cause of God
denies the Lordship of Christ and betrays its calling...

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and strives
for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor
does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks
beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God. Amen.

*¥*Responsive Hymn #256 “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real”

Preparing Our Hearts for Prayer (#471) “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. When | call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me.

Prayers for the People Kenneth Jones
Respond: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kin(g)dom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kin(g)dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending Out Into the World
*¥*Sending Hymn #817 “We Walk by Faith and Not By Sight”

*Charge and Blessing
*Congregational Benediction #246 (v.1) “Christ Is Alive!”

*Postlude

Sanctuary Flowers — The flowers were placed in the sanctuary by contributor in honor/celebration of
person or event.

Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. We hope you were blessed so you can go
and be a witness to Christ’s love in the world. May your spirits be renewed for the days ahead.
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